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KAIS President’s Greetings

Hello, distinguished members of the Japan Association of International Relations,

This year is the 30" anniversary of post-cold war period and the unification of Germany. Moreover, the year 2020 is the
70" anniversary of the outbreak of the Korean War. The Korean peninsula looks like a cold-war island of post-cold war
period since it started in 1990. Korea has been still divided into the North and the South even if Germany has been unified
in 1990 just after the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989. Inter-Korean relations come to a deadlock despite recent three-year
expectations. Koreans are living in an era of uncertainty with worrying about nuclear confrontation. Also, the US-South
Korea alliance and the tripod cooperation among ROK, the US and Japan are undergoing a transition in face of the rising-

up China.

Today, the COVID-19 pandemic is changing the way of life both in domestic and global communities. Post COVID-19
era is being characterized as deglobalization and digitalization. Deglobalization has originated from the COVID-19
pandemic and its consequent problems — including restriction on travel and transfer of goods. Digitalization continues to
accelerate because of the pandemic and the ICT revolution. Furthermore, the COVID-19 recession is a major ongoing
global economic crisis. The crisis, the worst global economic situation since the Great Depression in the 1930s, began
due to the economic consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic which is still in progress as we speak. This recession has
been unusually severe, and is causing rapid increases in unemployment in many countries. And, as COVID-19 continues
to spread, some countries, including South Korea, are putting their citizens on various forms of lockdown. Now we
recognize that COVID-19 is a new disease that requires a collaborative response, including sharing of information and
solutions between nations. We need to share our respective experiences in addressing the pandemic in an open, transparent,

and democratic manner.

Recently, the U.S. has shifted from viewing China as a strategic partner to a strategic competitor. The Trump
administration has challenged China in three key areas: strategic control over the Indo-Pacific Ocean, trade, and ICT
dominance and technical standards. Many states are attempting to exploit the growing US-China competition for their
own benefits and avoid being penalized by it. Nevertheless, they are in a dilemma to take a side between the US and
China. The Neo-Cold War is a product of the US-China hegemonic struggles in post-cold war period since China has
implemented a rapid growth in economic and military powers. It can be described as their value clashes. A current global
order has been reshuffled into two competing groups including ‘a shared values first’ network and ‘a shared interests first’
network. Now South Korea is having a hard time in a dilemma to take a side between the US and China. | believe our

strategic choice should be based more on shared values than on shared interests.

On the other hand, in Japan Mr. Suga Yoshihide became Japan’s prime minister, but no major changes are expected in its
2



soured relations with South Korea in near future. The two neighboring countries’ efforts to tackle mutual challenges,
including the COVID-19 response, the nuclear threat from North Korea and US-China rivalry, are seen as unlikely to
revitalize Seoul-Tokyo relations. It will be hard to see a drastic change in Japan’s position toward South Korea, as prime
minister Suga vowed to continue with former prime minister Abe’s policies. Nevertheless, | believe Japan-South Korean

relations can be rebuilt as vital partners of the shared values first network all in good time.

Most importantly, | would like to contribute to the improvement of Japan-South Korean relations through the JAIR-KAIS

academic exchanges. It accomplishes public diplomacy working with both governments through our bilateral networks.
Distinguished JAIR members,

My executives and | would like to make all our efforts for the JAIR-KAIS partnership dedicating to both societies. |

sincerely wish you happiness and success. | hope everything goes well with you all year.
Thank you very much.

Lee Sang-hwan

President, The Korean Association of International Studies
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