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< 6 Cold War Alliances: East and West

On 30 October 2011, the JAIR Annual
Convention in Sapporo hosted a Special Discussion
Session on “Cold War Alliances: East and West,”
co—sponsored by the Slavic Research Center of
Hokkaido University under JSPS grants—in—aid for
scientific research (“Comparative Research on
Major Regional Powers in Eurasia” and “Cold War
in Northeast Asia”).

Ezra Vogel (Harvard Univ., emeritus) began
the session with a sneak preview from his
soon—to—appear biography of Deng Xiaoping,
emphasizing the steps Deng took, once firmly in
power, to shift the PRC firmly into the “Western”
market system/alliance.
foreign trips undertaken in 1978—-1979 to Singapore,
Japan and the United States. From these, Deng
learned all he needed to know about capitalist
economy, society and technology, since he would
never leave China again. As in the past, Professor

These involved three

Vogel has put his finger on the sensitive point,
since the comparative legacies of Deng and Mao is
now among the most intensely, but quietly, debated
points among the Chinese political elite.

Vojtech Mastny (Parallel History Project,
Coordinator) then presented a paper comparing
NATO and the Warsaw Pact, but went beyond in
his talk to cover the way that the end of the Cold
War has made clear that a broader definition of
security is necessary and with it also comes a
different set of goals for alliance making and alliance
management. He also suggested that this new
situation had been gathering momentum since the
1970s, so the end of the Cold War was certainly not
its origin. Instead we need to look to the evolution
of the CSCE, ASEAN and democratization in Latin
America.

The final paper by Yasuhiro Izumikawa (Chuo
Univ.) pointed out flaws in the conventional balance
of power theory for explaining alliance politics. He
pointed out the need to take into account the role
of statecraft, and argued against views that
bi—polarity, and the alliance system that goes with
it, is inherently more stable than other systems.
Thus, the papers covered a wide ground treating
alliance from many perspectives. Comments were
made by Futoshi Shibayama (Kwansei Gakuen

Univ.) and the irrepressible Chair, who presented
the view that the USSR had always been the most
important country for Deng Xiaoping, even when he
turned away from it.

The presentations were followed by a lively
discussion, including questions from the present
and former Presidents of JAIR. Alliances that
unite will again be on the agenda, with borders that
divide, at the Slavic Research Center’s Summer
Symposium in Sapporo on July 7-8, 2011. Please
come and enjoy our cool weather and cold beer!

(David Wolff)
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