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Greeting Remark

Sangbae KIM, President of the KAIS
Oct 29, 2022

Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen, and my dear colleagues of the Japan Association of International Relations (JAIR).
This is Sangbae Kim, the president of the Korean Association of International Studies (KAIS) of this year. It is my honor
to attend the 2022 JAIR conference, which is held with a variety of meaningful topics in International Relations (IR). I
would like to thank Chairman lida Keisuke for inviting us to this valuable meeting. Also, I would like to thank everyone
who helps us to be here.

I remember that I visited the 2019 JAIR conference, which was held in Niigata. I was there as an executive director of
the KAIS at that time. It was a very good memory that both Korean and Japanese associations were communicating
through academic activities. However, for the last three years, because of COVID-19 pandemic, our exchange programs
had to be stopped. Now, I am more than happy since we can restart our activities.

Indeed, COVID-19 has changed a lot parts in our life. Also COVID-19 has emerged as a major concern in IR. In particular,
recently International Relations understands COVID-19 as “health security” issues from the perspective of “national
security.” But, we have to keep in mind that COVID-19 is a security risk with new characteristics, different from
traditional security threats. which need new theoretical perspectives. To conceptualizes this unexpected crisis, Korean
scholars are currently doing research on COVID-19 from the perspective of “emerging security”, which has conceptual
origins from the complexity theory. Someday, I wish the Korean and Japanese associations could co-organize academic
conference about this topic.

From the perspective of emerging security as a change in the security paradigm, “economic security” has been rising as
another controversial issue recently. Today, we organized a joint-session about “economic security from the Korean and
Japanese perspectives.” Three papers were presented, and there was active discussion after that. These days, what matters
is the re-configuration of global supply chains in 5G mobile communication equipment, semiconductors, electronic
vehicle batteries, critical minerals and medical devices. Also, the geopolitical risks inherent in the global supply chain are
emerging. The Russia-Ukraine War must be a typical example of geopolitical variable, disrupting global supply chains.
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In fact, the key variable that led to the discussion of economic security is the U.S.-China strategic competition. Recently,
International Relations has been paying much attention to the U.S.-China strategic competition. In particular, the Indo-
Pacific strategies pursued by the United States, and the Chinese regional strategies are also major research concerns. In
the meantime, geopolitical security issues, such as North Korean nuclear weapons and missiles, are raising challenges to
the Korean Peninsula and our neighboring countries. In this respect, there are many discussion topics between Korea and
Japan to think about together. It would be nice if Korean and Japanese scholars are gathering again and have active
discussion on these issues when COVID viruses are completely withdrawn from our life.

Once again, I would like to thank the Japan Association of International Relations for inviting us to this conference.

Thank you very much for listening.

AR R MEERREGA TS (KAIS) OFKRKEOME (2022 4212 A 3 H, Korea National Diplomatic
Academy, Y U/V) IZBITFBHAE—TF

Greetings at the KAIS meeting
President Kim Sambae, Distinguished members of KAIS, Ladies and Gentlemen:

It is a great honor for me to be invited to this meeting and give a greeting message on behalf of JAIR: Japan Association
of International Relations.

First of all, congratulations to you on executing such a wonderful meeting in person. Like many of us in Japan and the
rest of the world, you must have had only online conferences for the past few years because of COVID-19, and you must
have realized how wonderful it is to be able to gather again in person.

JAIR and KAIS have had a long history of mutual exchange. Before coming to this meeting, I did some research and
what I have found out was the following:

First, there was the first contact between the two associations in 1996 when JAIR hosted a Joint ISA-JAIR meeting in
Tokyo to commemorate the 40th anniversary of the founding of JAIR. The president of KAIS attended that meeting and
at that time, there was some discussion about possibly having mutual exchange of people between the two societies.

The negotiating history is still unknown, but the end result was the inaugural KAIS-JAIR joint panel in Seoul in 1998.
Then, the next year, in 1999, we hosted the second KAIS-JAIR joint panel in Tokyo. Since then, it has become customary
for us to mutually send delegations to each other’s meetings and hold a joint panel.

For the past few years, however, mutual exchange was suspended because of COVID, although we managed to hold these
joint panels online as well. So, we were especially pleased to be able to host President Kim Sambae and his delegation in
Japan last month.

And here we are in Seoul on behalf of the JAIR.

Before this plenary meeting, we had our joint KAIS-JAIR panel. The theme of the panel was “New Regional Order in the
Indo-Pacific Era”, and we had a wonderful discussion.

As you know, we are living in an extraordinary time in history. Some argue that 2022 might be a critical juncture in
international relations. The COVID pandemic is not over, but we are buffeted by the war in Ukraine and world-wide
inflation. A debt crisis in many developing countries is on the horizon. We are about to head into a recession next year.
In a time like this especially, the role of the academic community in society is particularly important. We have the
obligation to inform, educate and enlighten the rest of the society about world politics. Also, in the long run, we should
not forget that our role is to find ways to make international relations better.

Again, thank you very much for hosting us here.

(Keisuke Iida, speech delivered at the plenary meeting of KAIS, December 3, 2022)
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