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JAIR President’s Greetings

I would like to express my heartfelt congratulations on holding the KAIS Academic Conference. Through

repeated exchange over approximately a quarter-century, KAIS and JAIR have exchanged knowledge and
inspiration on various research topics including the international order, security, and economics in East Asia. It is
regrettable that this time, for the first time in the long history of exchange between the two associations, their
members have been unable to visit each other. I think that this tells the tale of just how severe has been the impact
of COVID-19 and how it has presented challenges of a serious and unprecedented nature.

COVID-19 has resulted in social and economic damage in each nation that exceeds the health and safety

damage it has caused. National governments have been forced to develop new countermeasures and shift away
from existing policies. In addition, its impact has led to changes that cannot be ignored in areas such as the
international balance of power and the roles of international institutions. I'm sure you do not need to be reminded
that these will provide new research stimuli and inspire intellectual curiosity among those involved in research on
international relations in both Japan and Korea.

Under these circumstances, it is very significant that KAIS has taken the lead among academic associations

in quickly identifying issues related to COVID-19 as a central theme for discussion in its Academic Conference. I
would like to express my high regard for its good judgment in doing so. I also am grateful for the opportunity for
JAIR members to participate in these discussions.

COVID-19 is a common threat to all nations, and in this sense one might have expected individual countries

to implement a policy menu with shared medical and socioeconomic commonalties, based on mutual cooperation.
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There also must have been room for a more cooperative response in the East Asia region and in international
relations. However, such mutual cooperation and actions utilizing regional and international frameworks have
been limited. Rather, differences in responses between countries, and resulting frictions, could be observed here
and there. What were the background and mechanisms of cause-and-effect behind this outcome? Is not this an
important question for us, as researchers, to address?

Surely Japan and Korea will need once again in the future to respond to and overcome other common
international and regional challenges. I look forward to seeing KAIS and JAIR members carrying out repeated
research exchange and inspiring each other to move research forward through the process of analyzing these,
learning new scientific knowledge, and improving research methods and frameworks.

In conclusion, I would like to express my strong hopes that this KAIS Academic Conference will prove
highly successful, and that once again exchange between KAIS and JAIR will generate abundant results in this
year's conference, despite the turbulence brought about by COVID-19.

Thank you very much.

November 30, 2020

Oyane Satoshi
President, The Japan Association of International Relations
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