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JAIR-BISA Collaborative Postgraduate Panel (1)

Introduction: the composition of the panel

The collaborative panel was an intellectually

stimulating event which addressed the topic of the



post-Western IR through a series of paper which
discussed the epistemological premises, promise and
limitations of the concept of ‘post—Western’ (Rosa
Vasilaki), the possibility of decolonising political
analysis and therefore contributing towards a
post-Western IR through the concept of plural
consciousness (Meera Sabararnam), and the
implications of culturally sensitive approaches to
human rights for the world order (Shunsuke
Shirakawa). The papers spoke well to each other and
fed into an intellectually stimulating and productive
discussion around the arising problematic of the
‘post—Western’.

Discussion and comments:

The discussion in relation to my own paper on
Challenge of the

post-Western Project’” developed around three

‘Provincializing IR? The

themes:

‘First, the wvery topic of the panel, the
concept/idea and possibility of the ‘post-Western’
has been critically addressed. It has been noted, in
accordance with the problematic of the paper, that the
post—Western is in important ways an oxymoron since
its logical extension leads to the impossibility of
knowledge or practice of social science itself. It has
also been noted that what is remarkable is that the
discussion of the ‘post-Western’ is a very Western
concern and this needs to be understood in relation to
the (fading?) importance of the West and the
renegotiation of the world order.

-Second, the issue of the Western State itself has
been addressed: it has been noted that all papers
presuppose the Western nation—State as their unit of
analysis and base their alternatives and critiques on
this particular formation. It has been suggested that
perhaps a way forward would be to look at
non-Western forms of organising society, like ‘savage
democracy’ or ‘primitive anarchism’ and the example
of Zapatistas has been mentioned in particular.
However, it has also been suggested that the
‘withering of the State’ is not necessarily an
anti-hegemonic development, For instance, the
neoliberal ideas about the assumed ‘superfluous’

character of the State do not guarantee a more

egalitarian approach, quite the contrary. It has been
suggested that de—coupling the nation from the State
maybe another way of democratising ways of
governing societies.

-Third, it has been noted that all papers tended to
identify the ‘universal’ with the ‘western’ and the
need to separate them theoretically as well as the
possibility to put forward new kinds of universalism
(e.g. universalism based on Asian values) have been
suggested. However, it has also been noted that
indeed even if the Western should not be thought as
identical with the universal, a historical-sociological
perspective suggests that the idea of universalism as
an ideology is coeval with the rise of modernity and
perhaps working towards a genuine idea of
universalism could be a more fruitful approach than
elevating various particularisms to universalism(s).

Conclusion: evaluation of the collaborative panel

The collaborative panel was an invaluable
opportunity for exchanging ideas between scholars
form the UK and Japan and offered an intellectual
platform for young scholars to develop cutting—edge
research ideas. The topic of the panel is one of
particular relevance because of the epistemological
challenge it entails and the fundamental way it
questions the theory and practice of IR as a social
science discipline, especially at the current historical
occurrence when the world order is re—negotiated.
The particular papers selected for the panel were
assembled very successfully and indeed highlighted
the issue from different angles and set the background
for fruitful and productive discussion. The organisers
must be congratulated for promoting dialogue between
academic cultures, selecting a topic of extreme
significance and of selecting papers which worked
together really well. I can only hope that the
collaborative panels will keep offering the opportunity
to other young scholars to partake in this unique
academic experience and to register my gratitude for
having been offered the possibility to participate in
this exciting and intellectually rewarding event.

(Rosa Vasilaki)
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JAIR-BISA Collaborative Postgraduate Panel (2)

[ was really delighted to be able to participate in
the joint panel organised by BISA and JAIR at the
conference in Tsukuba this year. I had met some of
the Japanese students at the BISA conference in
Leicester in 2009, and had had some useful and
interesting follow—up conversations as a result. The
topic of the panel also spoke closely to my research
interests, and I think to wider areas of interest in the
discipline as well. Overall, I have found the
collaboration  opportunity  uniquely  valuable,
rewarding and interesting, and [ really hope this is
something that BISA maintains in the future for
postgraduates.

The paper that [ presented was entitled ‘Plural
consciousness and the recovery of subjecthood:
decolonising political analysis’. This was essentially
a paper based oriented towards debates in
international political theory, which explored the
contribution that ideas from anti—colonial thinkers
such as Fanon, Césaire and Cabral could have
towards the now—classic ‘cosmopolitan
—communitarian’ divide. The paper argued that this
set—up was premised on problematic and often
Eurocentric accounts of difference, authenticity and
the political subject. In response, the paper
mobilised three different elements of anti—colonial
thought to help reframe these issues. First, it looked
at the Fanonian critique of the transcendental
subject, which points towards constitutive
dimensions of embodiment and the idea of sociogenic
being. Second, it explored the idea of ‘double
consciousness’, as a way of challenging
mono—dimensional accounts of authenticity. Finally,
it looks at the concept of the ‘new humanism’
articulated in anti—colonial thought as an alternative
way of understanding relevant forms of political
connectedness and solidarity. The paper closed with
some reflections on the implications for international
political theory and calls for less teleological forms of

deliberation on political ethics.

In the course of the panel, 1 got excellent
feedback from two very engaged and senior
discussants -Hiroyuki Tosa and Kosuke Shimizu. Dr
Tosa encouraged me to reflect on issues of political
economy and structured inequalities in the set—up;
and Dr Shimizu pushed me towards clarifying the
implicitly democratic vision in the logic of the
argument. We had an interesting discussion on the
wider social changes that had occurred in which the
question of a ‘post-Western IR’ could even be
raised. Interesting questions and challenges were
also raised from the floor, specifically towards the
categories of the ‘West’ and the question of other
forms of universalism. The papers of the other
panellists, Rosa Vasilaki and Shunsuke Shirakawa,
also offered a lot of food for thought in terms of the
broader influence of ‘Western’ and ‘post-Western’
political thought. On the whole, I particularly felt the
value of presenting the ideas to an audience whose
frames of reference I could not assume to be the
same - whilst presenting at BISA is always useful,
because of a greater familiarity with particular ideas
or work within a particular crowd, there sometimes a
tendency to use a lot of intellectual shorthands or
shortcuts, or perhaps to fall into familiar patterns of
conversation. As it turned out, with the people I met
at Tsukuba, there were a lot of shared ideas and
reference points, but these were things which
emerged in the course of what were to me new
conversations and patterns of thinking. A very fun
and friendly dinner ensued which kept these
conversations going long after the panel.

Since returning to London, I have been in
contact with many of the people that I met in Japan
and have opened up some really interesting new
conversations, and have made some new friends. |
cannot express how very fortunate I feel to have had
this opportunity, both professionally and personally.
In particular, I would like to extend my thanks to
James Malcolm and Hiroaki Ataka for taking the lead
and organising this with such enthusiasm and
commitment, to JAIR for their very kind funding and
warm hospitality, and to BISA for supporting this
initiative. I really do hope that partnerships like this,



with the Japan Association and elsewhere, continue
to be open to young scholars in the future.

(Meera Sabaratnam)
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