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“Precarity and Hope: Social Connectedness in Postcapitalist Japan™
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Professor, Graduate School of Humanities and Sociology, University of Tokyo
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“Demography as Destiny: Falling Birthrates and the Allure of a Blended Society”
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Professor, Faculty of Integrated Arts and Social Sciences, Japan Women's University
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“Risk and Consequences: The Changing Japanese Employment Paradigm”
BT 2 HARER Y AT L)

Moderator: Saori Katada Ji H =% ¥ Abe Fellow (1999) “Z{%~7 = n—
Associate Professor, School of International Relations, University of Southern California
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When: Thursday, June 30™ 2016, from 6 pmto 8 pm
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Where: Lecture Hall, International House of Japan, 5-11-16 Roppongi, Minato-ku, Tokyo
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Notes: Simultaneous interpretation will be available. Admission is free.
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RSVP by sending this form by email or fax. Your colleagues and friends are also welcome.
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This event is jointly sponsored by the Social Science Research Council (SSRC) Tokyo Office and Japan Foundation Center for
Global Partnership (CGP).
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Japan -The Precarious Future is an edited volume that examines the various roads that might lie ahead for Japan’s possible
futures. This colloguium focuses on some of the social issues raised in the book: three of the authors will present their
chapters on demographic transformation, social connectedness, and the changing employment system. The talks will
consider such issues as population decline and its implications for society; the rise of a relationless society characterized by
lonely deaths, high suicide rate, social withdrawal, etc.; changes in the Japanese labor market including the increasing use of
non-regular employees as a corporate cost-cutting strategy and other aspects of the deregulation of the labor market.
Unstable employment correlates with other disturbing trends of rising poverty, growing economic disparity, and discouraged
youth. The authors will discuss developments since the chapters were written and also analyze the effectiveness of Japan's
current policies for tackling these social and economic problems.

Other chapters in the volume address work-life balance and gender, nuclear policy, disaster management, fiscal survival
and financial revival, manufacturing, science and technology, security policy, rivalry with China, political leadership, and
constitutional reform. The book was published by New York University Press in December 2015.
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Anne Allison 72«7 U ~ I is the author of four books on contemporary issues in Japan. Her work spans from the subjects of sexuality,
pornography, and maternal labor to the globalization of Japanese youth products and the precarity of irregular workers. Her most recent
book is Precarious Japan (2013).
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Sawako Shirahase B 3%#i#=F1-F Her research focus is on population trends, social stratification and inequality, and comparative

political economy. She is also specialized in social survey methods, focusing on quantitative surveys and metrical analysis. She is

the author of Social Inequality in Japan (2013).
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Machiko Osawa KiRE%1T specializes in labor economics and on how to balance life and work in Japanese society. She has
served on numerous government committees such as the special task force exploring the declining birth rate and gender equality.
Her most recent books are Nihongata wakingupua no honshitsu [Working poor] (2010) and Josei wa naze katsuyaku dekinai no
ka? [What’s holding Japanese women back?] (2015).
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Saori N. Katada i/ H &3 Y Her current research focuses on the trade, financial and monetary cooperation in East Asia, and the
impact of the global financial crisis on Japanese financial politics and regional integration efforts. Most recently she has co-edited
Competitive Regionalism: FTA Diffusion in the Pacific Rim (2009).
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